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archy, the foundation of absolutism.   The fervid Jefferson indulged, to his heart's content, in these grotesque predictions: "The alien & sedition laws are working hard," declared the great Republican. Indeed, he thought them only "an experiment on the American mind to see how far it will bear an avowed violation of the constitution. If this goes down, we snail immediately see attempted another act of Con-gress declaring that the President shall continue in office durmg life, reserving to another occasion the transfer of the succession to his heirs, and the establishment of the Senate for life. . . . That these things are in contemplation, I have no doubt; nor can I be confidentoftheirfailure, after the dupery of which. our countrymen have shewn themselves susceptible." 1 Washington was almost as extravagant on the other side. When an opponent of the Alien and Sedition Acts asked him for his opinion of them, he advised his questioner to read the opposing arguments and consider to what lengths a certain description of men in our country have already driven and seem resolved further to drive matters " and then decide whether these laws are not necessary, against those f who acknowledge no allegiance to this country, and m many instances are sent among us ... for the express purpose of poisoning the minds of our people, - and to sow dissensions among them, in order to alienate their affections from the government of '           y endeavormS to dissolve the
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